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PREFACTE

The public library movement of the early twentieth century was
a national phenomenon, in which Iowa, along with itsg neighboring
states, played a prominent role, Inp 1900, the Iowa Library Com-
mission:noted 48 free public libraries in the state. Today there
are approximately 500, in towns ranging in size from Beaman, with
a population of 222, to Des Moines, the state capital. Towans took
enthusiastic advantage of Andrew Carnegietls library philanthropy,
In 1919, when the Carnegie Corporation stopred funding libraries,
101 buildings had been erected in Iowa with Carnegie funds. Towa
placed fourth among the states in terms of the number of communities
Obtaining Carnegie buildings, fifth in dollar appropriation per one
hundred population and elghth in the total amount of money given by
Carnegie to a state, These figures provide some measure by which
interest in popular education among Iowans of the periog can be
Judged. Today thesge early libraries, often the most distinctive
public buildings in small or medium-sized towns, are Physical foci
in the townscapes of their communities and centers for a variety of
educational and social activities, |

This survey was initiated by the Division of Historic Preservation

in 1977. It grew out of the need to provide a framework within ...... ...

vhich libraries could be evaluated for National Register action,
Several libraries (Des Moines, Grinnell, Eagle Grove, Carroll) had
been recent candidates for the Register. There was every indication
that enthusiasm for olg library buildings was increasing and that
more nominations could be eéxpected in the future, The attrition
rate among early library buildings was (and is) growing. Most 1i-
braries were built on limited budgets (Carnegie did not squander
his money) and, cesvite the fact that future expansion was usually

a conscious consideration in their design, they are rapidly becoming
obsolete, due to €Xpanding collections anc changing styles of 1i-
brarianship, TIf the protection of the Register were to be granted
to potentially significant buildings threatened with demolition or

alteration, action needed to be taken,
In ¢consicering the historical ancé architectural significance of
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the libraries, a lack of standards for analysis ang evaluation be-
came quickly anparent, Uhile it was clear, desvite the general
dearth of statewide survey data, that many libraries possessed lo-
cal significance, elther as urban landmarks or as manifestations

of local interest in cultural improvement, it was also clear that
the buildings demanded comparative analysis, as representatives of
a building type and as participants in the nationwide vublic library
movément. Even cursory examination demonstrated that they shared
much in common as works of architecture, A thematic survey of pub-~
lic library buildings suggested itself as a quick and efficient

way of remedying the situation,

Apart from satisfying the day-to-day needs of the Towa National
Register program, the project had the further objective of con-
tributing to the statewide survey program, At the very least, it
would produce additional survey data. More importantly, however,_
the project was vieweg &5 a means of testing a new survey approach
+ that could become g potgntially éffective accompaniment to the on-
going geogravhical survey. The concept of the thematic survey was
already well established in the Division's historical survey pro-
gram, which had been pursuing a variety of projects centered around
historical themes of an economic, social or cultural nature, It

had yet to be tried in the architectural survey program, The theme

survey based on a particular building type offers the opportunity
of treating the material from a broader and richer point of view
than possible "in the geographical (regional or community) survey.
Whereas in the latter, architectural style is the only factor by

which.the buildings (except for houses and multi-purpose commerciazl .

structures, building types that exist in profusion) may be analysed
and compared, a building-type survey permits addressing matters of
form (mass, elevation) and Program as well, From the beginning the
rroject was interdisciplinary in scope. If the libraries were
studied Principally as an architectural type, care was taken to con-
sider then in the context of the historical forces influencing
their development,

This report Presents the results of the surﬁey, It was prepared
concurrently with a thematic group nomination to the National
Register., The nomination includes all Towa libraries erected‘prior
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to 1940 that may be considered significant on architectural and/or
historical grouncds, Of a total of 139 libraries, 66 were judged
to possess such significance,

It is impossible to recall all the people who assisted in the
survey. The project would have been immeasurably more difficult
without the participation of Iibrarians throughout the state. They
took the time to f£ill out survey questionnaires ang graciously per-
mitted their buildings to be examined and photogravhed, Invaluable
documentation was collected by a group of dedicated field surveyors:
Sarah Dennett, Hans Muessig, Frank Hunter, Gerald Mansheim, Robert

Ryan, Patricia Eckhardt and Davig Cohen.

Martha H. Bowers
Towa City, Iowa

Samuel J, Klingensmith
Ithaca, New York

September 1980
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of library architecture ip this country during the late nineteenth
and;early.twentieth centuries, The Phenomenon which emerges most
clearly from the survey is the éppearance of a legible type of

small to medium-sizegd library building aroung 1900, Baseg on the
Principles of library design bromulgategd by librarians in the pro-

first decade of the twentieth century, In 1940, the terminal gate
set for the study, it was still in yge, Today, its numerous repre-
sentatives remain a highly characteristic feature of the physical
structure of the midwestern.town. Although the SCope of the survey
has not permitteq intensive investigation or the historical forces
involved in the development of the type, it ig nonetheless POssible
to brovide a brierf outline,

Few library buildings were érected in Jowgy during the nineteenth
century, Library Organizations, both bublic ang Private, generally-
established themselves ip already existing structures erected for
other burposes., Thig might be g room or an entire floop above g
downtown storefront, & room in the €ity hall or 4 convérted resi-
dence, Only twelve buildings erected as Ilibraries are known fronp

this beriod, FEight of these stil] stand: Burlington, DavenporiﬂI,Davﬂ'

Des Moines, Fairfield, Forest City I, Fort Madison, Indevendence and
Osage 1.1 They are seldopm tdentifiable as 1ibrary buildings ang

of g county courthouse, Fort Hadison ang Indenendence seem like

Prosperous dwellings, Burlington and Davenport I, with their towers,
areé quickly recognizeg as publie buildings, but it is impossible to

In the late nineteenth century nublic libraries vere founded in
eVer increasing numbers, Ip 1898, vwith the initiation of Andrew
Carnegie'g "wholesgalet library philanthropy, funds for the construca-




1900 o 1940 were built with Carnegie money, The first decade of
the century saw the greatest volume ip building, Over half or the

crease in building activity, 1q this, they wepe motivated by the
awarenesgsg that the trusteeg of small libraries often lackegd exper-

voted much attention to matters orf 1ibrary architecture. Its annual
Conferenceg always includeg Sessions on buildings, which were re~

their states, Librariansg Seem to have quickly Teached g COonsensus
on the fundamentals 0f sound library planning. They began actively
to disseminate this doctrine 4, recently foundeq Journals, such g

librarians' Orgamizationg and the state library commissiong, Such
2 firm was that of Patton ang Miller of Chicago, whe designed 2p

libraries’ in Tows between 1900 ang 1915, 71n 1903, Miller publisheg

A0 article op library planning in the Quarterly of the Toys Librar
Commission. Several Des Moines firmgs ;I;S“£;§EEZ§£;E;E_Z;;;§E;f§;x
'_“-"'—"-—*____.__— .




the cesign o; LLDTELES 1n the state, Llsece, Hourse zug Nasmussern,
for example, designed seven libraries between 1900 and 1905, Frank
E, Wetherell, vorking either alone or ip partnership, vas responsible

construction, efficiency in Operation ang hospitality to the Public,
Attention ghoulg focus, they felt, on seeing that these qualities

Wére not sacrificeg to the desire to gratify local civic pride through
architectural monumentality, g desire they feared was Tampant among

acter of warmth, Openness and intimacy that would induce the public

to enter and, once inside, remain, Librarians adopted the philosophy
that the public library shouig be regarded not go much as a sanctuary |
vhere bibliophiles examined well-guardeq treasures, but instead as i
a major vehicle for the encouragement of knowledge through books, |
"See to it," yrote John Cotton Dana ip his Library Primer (1900), 7

"that the new library is such 28 its owner, the Public, likes; and ;
the only test of this liking is use. Open wide the doors, Let reg- ﬁ
ulations be rfey and never obtrusive ¢« +» « The vhole library shoulgq o
be bPermeated with g cheerful ang accommodating atmosphere n2 j

the common policy fop libraries of all sizeg ang types, The nineteenth
Century continued to use the traditional form of library interior

developed during the Middle Ages ang the Renai ssance, In this, both !
batrons ang books were accommodated in a gingle 5pace, arrangeq as /

rotunda, Although the books were thus °n display, often ip a quite o
agni ficent manner, they were kept physically T'emoved from the public /
by means or railings, g&lass and Other barriers, Inp the later Years
of the century, the rapid growth of the collections of large public
and acadenmic Iibraries made thig type of library increasingly imprac-




sible citizenry and, at leagt in small libraries, allowed direct
access to the books, Arthur gz, Bostwick wrote in 1910:; "Open

braries, aﬁdlefén in these it jg usual to find ap OPeén-shelf roop
containing many thousands of volumes, "t gp.1q libraries, librarians
maintained, rarely had neeg of a bookstack, a feature designed for
the closednaccess Eystem of library Lanagement, Instead, it was
Suggested that small libraries accommodate theip collectiong in wall
shelveg along the Perimeter or the reading rooms, When additional

Vith patrons alloweq thig degree of freedom, Proper Bupervision by
limiteq staffs became g Paramount Concern, Grant Miller stressegd

this in his ;903 article ip the Quarterlz Of the Towa Library cop-
mission: ""One of the most important boints to be Considered jip

Of the delivery room ang deliVery counter gs to Seécure absolute Super-

Vision over the entire firgt floor, with the fewest attendants,n?

sional literature during the firgt two decadeg of the twentieth cen-
tury, mhe salient featurgs or thisg rlan deserve summarization.

—_——
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and other educational Programs coulg take place was felt to be g

Toom was hougeg in a high basement, Tising eight Or nine feet above
grade,_ Ahove thig Was the main floor, vhere the library itself yag
located.f The_hggh basement Yas recommendeg O erounds Ofﬁeconomy.

entrance to the building approached ground level, Librariang gen-
erally Cautioneqg against including non-library functiong other thap

4‘__‘ L
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plan, All services involving the public were handled from the ge-
livery desk., In the smaller libraries work space for the librarian
would be located behing the desk, partitioned off from the reading
rooms by bookshelves, Vere the library large enough o require g

bookstack, this would be located directly behind the delivery desk,

The librarian's office would then be displaced to one of the rear
corhérs; usually behind the children's room, In the oprosite rear
Corner would be g reference room or alcove,. This triangular arrange-
ment of reading rooms and stack made possible easy visual supervision
by one attendant sitting at the delivery desk, 1In _going from one
area to another, patrons were compelled to pass close to the desk,
which ensured @ght physical control as well, The radiating stack,
in which the bookshelves were arranged to radiate from the delivery
desk, was designed %o maximize ease of supervision, This stack type
enjoyed considerable ropularity during -the first decade of the cen-
tury., It was not without its Opponents, however, and seems to have
quickly fallen from favor, It was believed to be wasteful of Bpace
and it made the stack room difficult %o enlarge at the rear.lo
Sixteen Iowa libraries, all erected between 1900 and 1910, are

known to have hag radiating-stacks.ll

Planning only after this standard parti hag gained a certain accept-
ance, Aware that Carnegie's largesse vas often squandered on gaudy
fon-functional buildings, James Bertram, Carnegie's secretary in
charge of the library Program, decided that local library boards
needed not only money, but also guidance in planning buildings well
suited for library service, In 1908, he began to require that plans
be submitted to hip for approval before a 8rant could be finalized,
In 1911, Bertram came to feel that further direction was in order,
In consultation with various leading librarians and architects, he
published a leaflet entitled "Notes on Library Bildings [sic],"
vhich was sent to each community along with the Promise of funding,
The leaflet, which went through six editions from 1911 to 1918,




ALL Bhoyw Yellanzular buileings Consisiing o an omen library ilgor
Perched on g bigh basement. Plans A ang B Corresvond to the "butter-
flyw plan, witp a centrgl desk, twin reading roopsg and librarian's

€Very aspect of the plap of the library, the architectyrg] character
of the exterior wasg a matter or equal concerp to them, The librarytg
mission ip encouraging the diffusion of knowledge had to pe reflecteq
in itg &Ppearance, As Charles Soule wrote in 1902,,"a library is

80 prominent g feature ip the Civilizatiop Of our age that it ig
Properly g theme ropr the very best architectural setting.”13 If

the library were to bpe effective, it would neegq to be "simple, re-
fined ang dignified, a5 becomes g temple or lea:c-n:i.mg;."l"+ On the sub-
Ject or architecture, however, librarians confined themselves mostly
to'general statementg of principle, which they confidently left to

architects to interpret. Architectg were admoni shed tq seek archi~

brarians fixed upop Proper fenestration a5 a means of attracting
the bublic, mppe front windOWS, they argued, shonlg be large and

the Classical style for library buildings: "In addition tgo the

e,




The Georgian or its brototype ip thig country, the Colonial
style of building, is well Suited to small library reguire-
ments, While'of Greek antecedents, it has‘become.domesticgted,

- sul + + Plate 38 ghows
a library fgilding of this type which Buggests hOSpitality

- The séérch forknomesticity led writers to urge the usge of low ceilings,
fireplacés, natural woodwork, light-coloreg walls and many small
tablesg rather than fewer long Ones,

THE TOwa LIBRARIES, 1800 - 12&0
Plan

lecture Toom into g childrentg room, thereby leaving.the'entire Upper
story ror the adult library, Changing styles of librarianship have
Prompted the frequent dsmantling of the bookstack, The stack hag

into S1X distinct types, With the exeption of Plan Type V, which
is I'epresented by only roup known CXamples, the Plan types are

I. The smallést libraries are usually simple rectangles, The _
5 Principal story, devoteg to library Bervices, ig 5 5ingle space op
the interior, Division into functionagl areas is often Euggested by
wooden ceiling beams, which, due tp the 1oy height of the Ceiling, /
are sometimeg quite Conspicuous, The entrance is through g closeq S
Vestibule located ip the center Of one of the long sides., The ves- / o




/ L

and faceg the entrance, The Bpace immediately'behind the desk,
Usually partitioned Off by bookehelVes, is reserved for the Use of
the librarsap and staff, g the lefrt apg right of tphe delivery
8rea are the reacding areas, one rop A4ults and ope for chilgrep,
The book collectiop is kept in Wallshelveg around the Perimeter of
the interior. OCCaeionally (e.g. Eldon) there might be & reference

the uSual 1oea§ion for the basement Stairs ig ip the vestibule, at
One side of the stairs leading up to the library floor, a Seéparate
basement entrance 5t the pegr Of the building is not uncommon,

II., 1The libraries Of thig type, Eenerally SOmewhat larger than
those of Plan Type I, also have opep interiors, but dirfrep in
having 4 bookstack at centep Tear behing the deliVery desk, The
librarian's Office ig locateq O One side of the bookstack, in the
Tear corper behing the children's reading area, Occasionally it ig
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the librarian‘s Office ang O the other by a reference I'oom, The
front zone is deeper from front to rear than the rear zone ang may
also be SO0mewhat wider, Creating ap OvVerall shape that departg
SOmewhat frop the pure rectangle, In the larger €Xampleg of thig
type, the delivery room ig Sometimeg treateg a8 a central rotundg
and vaulteg (e.g, Waterloo—Main) or domed (e.g. Websterp City, Iows
Falls, Councii Bluffs), 1p pite of theip compartmentalization,
the interiors Often retaip the effect of Spaciousnegg Seen in the

with'columns in-antis, gpe Usually high ang wide, Dhe bookstack

is generzlly wider than the delivery room ang nay be entereq direct-

1y from the reading rooms, Particularly in the larger libraries,

it often Projectg substantially from the Tear of the building.
Librarieg corresponding to the Bexpartite plap (Type ITI) are:

Carroll, Cedar Rapids, Chariton, Charles-City, Cherokee, Clinton,

Counciy Bluffs, Cresco, Denison, Eldora, Humholdt, Indianola, Towa

Falls, Manchester, Mason City, Mi ssouri. Valley, Neyw Hampton, Onawa,
Osage, Osceola, Oskaloosa, Red Oak, Shenandoah, Villisca, Vinton,

rooms extend the full deptp of the building, Tesulting ip an "Hn g
dumbbell configurationdof.reading and delivery rooms, The book-

the €xception of nnamosa, these zpe large, two~story buildings.
Examples are: Anamosa, Centerville, Des Moines, lavenport I,

Ve, Towa hag Several €Xamples of 4 variant of the "butterfly” Plan



adapted for g 8lreet-corner <0Cation, The Sutrance ig CIPOUSL a

torner vestibule, The two reading roocms are at right angles to each

other, The bookstack is g quadrant circle, located in the rear cor-

ner, wedged between the Teading rooms, The shelves radiate from

the central delivery desk, The Iibrariantsg 0ffice ang possibly also

& reference opr study roon are found in front, near the vestibule,
Librarieg corresponding to Plan Type VI are: Hampton, Eagle

Grove, Marengo, Marshalltown, Perry, West Liberty,

Mass ang Elevation
. .
Pe 1s as much g matter of exterior forp as

. The small library ty
it is or interior plan, In their massing ang elevation the libraries

O0f this perioga share many characteristics in common,
The Overwhelming majority are rectangular blocks ﬁith symmetrical

front facades., Thesge ay be describegd and classified by the tregt-

ment of the roof, the treatment of the entrance ang the pattern of

fenestration.

hingd a barapet; hipped: Or gabled, with side gable ends, In libraries

three- op five-bay facade, ‘It defines the extent of the vestibule
and delivery lobby, i.e. the centerl"part" of the sexpartite plan,
and normally brojecte, eithep slightly op substantially,-from the
facade, ‘ '

Vith classical libraries, the center pavilion is most often an
orthodox bortico, generally bedimented op hipred- or gable~r00fea



)

3

One, ig Usually recessed, The most Common types of bortico gre the
prostyle-distyle, with coupleg columng (e.g. Clinton, Humboldt,
Marion, Mason City, Waterloo-Main, Webster City), and the distyle
in-antig (e.g.‘pharles City, Tows Fallsg, Manchester, Ottunmwa,
Sheldon, Waterloo-West).

Among othep types or center Pavilion that appear, if not frequent-
1y, at least witp some regularity, the following mwight be mentioneq,
Many Paviliong Consist Bimply of a flat wa13 Surface standing in adg-

turneg slightly ot the Corners (e,g, Sigourney), or with g shapeq

The great height o these small, One-story buildings, Perched op
top or theipr high basements, Tesulted ip a4 Variety orf solutiong to
the matter of base levelsg for the Pavilion, 1p thisg regard the
DPaviliong fall inte two general categories. The entrance door nay
be at the level of the main floor, in Which case tpe stairs leading
Up to the library will be entirely Outside stairsg, It may also be

is one, may descend below the watertable, to 1ine up with'the base
°f the doop (e.g. Humboldt, LeMars, Manchester), The commop solution,
which better accords vwitp Oorthodox classical design, keeps the bage

_‘s,..T.T____._g__._‘,._.l.._‘p_l e



the front facade devoteg to window openings, Natural light was
highly valued by librarians 0f the periog, Because the side win-

dows were generally kept gmall and high, in oprder that the bookshelves
underneatp could be uninterrupted, the front windows became the prin-
cipal Source of light for the interior, The common tendency was to
pPlace one lérgehwindOW'in the front wall of €ach reading room and
divide it into thirds by vertical mulliong or to place three tall,
narrow windows closge together, Thisg resulted in g three-bay facade,
There are also libraries of Tive bays, with autonomous single or
double vindows, although this ig not as common as the tripartite

window motif,

Pavilion, At Nashua, for éxample, the windows are large enough that
what remaing of the wall takes on the character of 4 narrow frame

small elements of the pavilion, A number of the classical libraries
(e.g. Anes, Humboldt, Manchester, Marion, Traer, Vaterloo-Main) ex-
hibit the same Phenomenon, They feature groupings of three tall,
narrow windows at either side of distyle porticos, Due to the spacing
of the vindows, the particular areal‘relationship O0f opening to



Another Problen évident ip the design of the librarieg involvesg
the Tenestratiop Of the basement, The basement, with itg lecture

Librarieg that clearly 4o not belong to the rectangulap block
form-type are relatively Tew in nNumbepr, Several other distinct types

b buildings Vith a dome erupting through the roof, Ottumwa, a largepr

metricay facadeg Vith roors Composed of gableg intersecting in T or
L formations.' Their Plans vary, Algonartg blan ig unique ang doeg
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A Videspreac characteristic Of the librarieg is their architectyragy
simplicity. Although revivaligt stylesg vere used, there is g marked



as the Georgian, Vhich wepe inherently Slmple ang 5ip Which an arch-
itect ctoule be convincingly historicist without Using much detail,

an order ig generally restrictegd to the Central bavilion, The

ieval °r Perpendicyigp effect, 4233 make use of depresseqd Tudop
arches ang label molds to frame the ObPeningg, Spirit Lake, West

©f the rustic Engligh Cottage, using halr timbering, wooden barge.-.
boards, diamond—paned windows, wall OVerhangs ang tapestry brick 1444
On the diagonal to simulate nogging, Such libraries are Alden,

[‘.



buildings of the Sioux City Public Library, the Smith Villa and 7

Fairmount Branches, are frankly Prairie School in style..
Siting

The siting of the libraries within the tovnscapes of which they
are components was not systematically considered by the survey.
Nonetheless, a few general statements may be made on this subject,
The ninettenth-century libraries are all situated in downtown com-
mercial districts, most of them on constricted lots along major
business streets., Library planners of the first several decades of
this century regarded such sites as undesirable., The library, they
felt, should be centrally located, but it should also be free from
noise, be well 1it, have the sort of home-like character that would
meke its patrons feel comfortable and have space for expansion,
Thus, although many libraries of the early itwentieth century are lo-
cated on main commercial streets, a location on the edge of the
downtown district, bordering one of the residential districts, is
more common, Most of the libraries are sited much like the private
dwellings surrounding then, They sii in the center of ample land-
scaped lots, Street-corner locations are not uncommon,




NOTES

1. For the sake of convenience, the libraries are referred to in
the report simply by the names of the cities in which they are lo-~
cated. Where a city has had more than one library building over

the years, Roman numerals are used after the name to indicate chron-
ology. The proper names of the libraries are listed on the inven—
tory forms,

2, John Cotton Dana, A Library Primer, 2nd ed. (Chicago: Library
Bureau, 1900), p.15.
3. Villiam H, Jordy, American Buildings and Their Architects:
Progressive and Academic ldeals at the Turn of the Twentieth Century,
(Garden City, N.Y.: Anchor Press/Doubleday, 16767, PP.314-375;
Wikolaus Pevsner, "Libraries: Nutrimentum Spiritus," Architectural
Review, vol.130, October 1961, pp.24l-241,

L. Arthur B, Bostwick, The American Publie Library, Few York/London:
D, Appleton and Company, 1910), p,30.

2. Louis W, Claude, "Some Recent Developments in Small Library De-~
sign," Wisconsin Library Bulletin, vol.4, January/February 1908, p.l1l0.

6. Technically speaking, it was less a '""bookstack,!" which by defini-
tion implies concentrated storage, than a "book room," :

7. Grant C, Miller, "Library Buildings," Quarterly of the Towa
Library Commission, vol,3, January 1903, p.5,.

8. Charles C,. Soule, Library Rooms and Buildings, American Library
Association Publishing Roard Library Tract, No, 4 (Boston;vHoughton,
Mifflin ané Co., 1902§, P.13; Cornelia Marvin, Small Library
Buildings: A Collection of Plans Contributed by the League of Li-
brary Commissions, (Boston: American Library Association, 1908), p.9.

9. Soule, p,10; Purd B, Wright, "Buildings for Small Iibraries,"
Quarterly of the Iowa Library Commission, vol,3, April 1903, pp.29-30.

10, Miller, p.7; Wright, p,30,

11, The gixteen libraries known to have had radiating stacks are:
Cherokee, Clinton, Council Bluffs, Eagle Grove, Eldora, Iowa City,
Mancheste?, Marengo, Marshalltown, Mason City, Oskaloosa, Perry,

Webster City, Winterset, Hampton, W.Liberty. This is hardly a:complet i
12, There is one library in Iowa based on Plan F, This is Logan, ‘
vhich was finished in 1920, Clear Lake (1916-18) is the only known g
example of Plan C., There are no Iowa libraries that seem to be de-

rived from Plans D ang E,

13, Soule, p,21.
14, Claude, p.1l1,

15. Cornelia Marvin voiced the position of many of her librarian
colleagues, when she wrote in the introduction to Small Library
Bui}din 8:. "Little attempt has been made to criticize architectural
design, or to make suggestions which should come from competent

architects." (p.6),. =
164 Soule, p,21. :
17. Bostwick, p.285, ' :




18, Public Library Commission of Indiana, Fifth Biennial Renort.

1906-1908, p?.36-37-
19. Chalmers Hadley, Library Buildings: Notes and Plans, (Chicago:
Americen Library Association, 1924), pp.18-19,

20. This and the following lists of libraries belonging to the
various plan types are not necessarily complete.
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SURVZY METHEHODOL C Gy

The survey focussed initially on identifying all library buildings
erected prior to 1940 that were designed specifically as libraries
(i,e. libtaries housed in buildings erected originally to serve
other purposes were excluded from consideration), Information was
gathered rrincipally from the following sources: a questionnaire
sent to librarians of all libraries founded before 1940, which re-
quested basic historical and descriptive information; z second ques~-
tionnaire sent to librarians who had not responded to the first;
systematic searches of local historical literature,'particularly
county and city history books; publications of the Towa State ILi- _
brary Commission; records of the Carnegie Corporation; professional
literature of library planning; and field examination by teams of
researchers, who photographed the buildings, both inside and out,
drew sketch plans, took overall measurements and made notes on mater-
lals and state of repair (ap . roximately 80% of the libraries were

recorded in this way),

Architectural Evaluation

The architectural significance of the libraries was assessed on
two grounds: quality as a work of architecture; and integrity of
original fabric, Not enough information was gathered on the siting

- 0f the buildings to assess their significance as urban landmarks,

In judging architectural quality, the following considerations
were kept in mind: 1) basic design quality, i.e. treatment of j
massing, proportion, scale, detailing, etc.; 2) how well certain de- F
sign problems endemic to the small library type (i.e, relation of the f
scale of the front fenestration to that of the entrance pavilion; |
Provigion of an adequate visual base for the building) had been sol-
ved; 3) vhether the building was representative of the small library
type in one of itsg variants; L) how well the building seemed t6 em—
body the intentions of librarians and library planners of the early
twentieth century regarding the architectural character of library

buildings,
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e

Exceptional, Zxcellent, Good, Fair, Poor, In Judging

.quality:
Excellent,

integrity, the building was given one of four ratings:
Good, Fair, Poor, Buildings rated Poor for integrity were considered
to have substantially lost the features ang qualities for which they
might have achieved significance., Architectural quality was consideret
the primary evaluative factor, with integrity serving merely as an
adjustment to it, Buildings rated Exceptional, Excellent or Good

for architectural quality were considered eligible for the Register,
unless their integrity was rated Poor, Buildings rated architec~
turally Fair were considered eligible only if their.integrity was
Excellent, Buildings rated architecturally Poor were considered
ineligible, despite their state of preservation,

e R



The public library is among the most promineht of
locél civic institutions in Iowa. Nearly 400 public
libraries exist in the state today in communities
ranging in size from Des Moines to Rinard (pop. 88).
Although’their services vary, all sﬁare in common one fact:
local libraries are above all public institutions, receiving
most, if not all, of their financial support from municipal

tax levies. This has not aiways been the case.

The library as a public institution is a 19th century

concept. Throughout much of western history, the term

e
"library" referred either to an individual's own personal

collection, lent at the owner's discretion, or to the collec-

tion of an institution. In Europe, most of the earliest

libraries were monastic, In the United States, colleges and

seminaries maintained collections limited largely to scholarly
‘use. By tﬁé 1860'5,'Iowa too had institutional libraries,
including those oflwartburg College {(Waverly), the'Univeréity
of Iowa, Simpson College (Indianola), and‘Luther College

(Decorah). Personal collections also existed in mid-19th

century Iowa. One early collection that is still extant

belonged to Elbridge Gerry Potter, who in the 1840's built
an extensive farming enterprise west of Bellevue and lent
his books (coded by number and strips of color for easier

reshelving) to many friends and acquaintances.” ZAnother




type of library, also found in Iowa, was the joint-stock
association, "gathered and controlled by voluntary associa-

tions of people”, with services limited to those who

purchased stock .2

‘During the 19th century, new forms of library activity
graduall§ éniarged the constituency for library services.

By 1850 a number of states, including Iowa, had enacted
legislation providing for school district libraries, funded
by taxes and available to all inhabitants within the district.
Although the school district library concept was not widely
édopted, its premises influenced pdblic library development:
1) free service to the community; 25 state aid; and 3) the
recognition of the library as an instrument of public
education.? Anothér form was the endowed library, open to
the public but funded and managed by private philanthropy.
Kendall Young, of Webster City, followed in Iowa the example
set earlier by John Jacob Astor and J.P. Morgan, in New York,
among others.

In tracing the idea of the free public library, many
historians cite the contribution of reform movements ori-
ginating in New England in the decades immediately preceding
the Civil War. Relevant elements of this reform philosophy
included the importance of the. individual and the desirability

of self-improvement, and the belief that the state should

bear responsibility for the welfare and betterment of its



less fortunate citizens by establishing asylums, almshouses,
hospitals, and the like.4 These elements combined with
national trends encouraging the general growth of public
educational institutions to develop the concept of the free
pdblic iiprary. Such a library would be dedicated to
"securiné a é&tizenship of intelligence and sense of moral
'obligatidn," assisting in the "formulation of civic character, "
and acting as "a safeguard to the young and a source of
inspiration to all,"5 as well as offering the public a useful
and readily-available source of reading matter.

The library conceived as a public service institution
became immensely popular in 19th cenfury America. The
movement, begun in New York and New England before the Civil
War, spread westward in the following decades, to achieve
its greatest momentum in the thirty years preceding World War I.
Apart from the northeast, the states of the upper Midwest
proved the mostrfertile ground for the public library move-
ment, reflecting the influence of the many New Yorkers and
New Englanders who settled here. Among these states was
Iowa, where citizens organized reading rooms andrlibrary
associations, promoted library philosophy, and obtained
municipél support for hundreds of public libraries.

Although each of the state's public libraries has its

own history, the Iowa public library experience is largely

a collective one. Using similar methods, more than 100

‘ 7"



communities built public libraries, the majority during
the "formative" years between 1890 and 1917. By
concentrating on this common experience, one may better
understand the public library as a geoéraphically broad-
based éivic phenomenon, and thereby develop a context in
which to‘und;rstand the role of the individual library in
the community, and in Iowa as a whole.

In 1839, the Iowa territorial legislature passed a
bill "for the incorporation of public libraries.” Such
libraries, however, were not tax-supported, instead deriving
income from sale of shares or annual dues. Not until
1870 did Iowa again consider_public-library legislation,
when the General Assembly authorized "the city council of
any city of the first or second class to establish a free
public library and to levy and annual tax,.." This the
General Assembly émendea in- 1872 so that voter approvalrwas
reguired beforé any city or incorporated town could lawfully
establish a free public library.8 Except for periodic
amendments concerning millage rates and the constitution of
local public library boards,? the act of 1872 stood as
the legal . framework for Iowa public library development
until 1923, when the election requirement was dropped.

From 1872 to 1940, nearly 300 Iowa communities
organized free public libraries, housing their collections

in buildings ranging from the monumental Beaux Arts edifice

Ty
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in Des Moines to converted storefronts and old fire stations
in the state's numerous small towns. Regardless of their
size or date of establishment, however, many of Iowa's
public libraries share common origins. An informal group,

or, more”often, an existing society or association, gathered
a few boékg;-;olicited donations, and opened a'“reading room",
‘either in rented quarters or in a member's front parlor.

The "library" was either a subscription affair, in which
members purchased stock in exchange for borrowing privileges,
or an association library, to which members {or the public
at large) paid an annual membership fee or weekly borrowing
charge. After a period of years (aﬁywhere from 1 to 20 or
more, but dgenerally within 10), the founding group generally
was able to arouse enough public interest to bring the
question of establishing and maintaining a public library

to a municipal voﬁe. With few exceptions, the townspeople-
approved the referendum, and the community had taken the
first, most important, steps toward obtaining a free public.
library.

The participation of women -- as founders of local
library assoclations as well as librarians —-- also characterized
the Iowa public library movement, particularly as it
gathered momentum iﬁ the 1890's. This reflected a national

tendency at this time in which women became involved in

educational and cultural activities on many levels. The



1890's also saw the growth of many women's organizations:
most impértant, perhaps in the history of library development,
was the National Federation of Women's Clubs (1890). Local
clubs in the Iowa State Federation (1893) were often the
prindipal instigators of public library interest in their
communities; indeed, many local clubs were first organized
around an informal exchange of books.lo Coupled with this
cultural interest was a strong sense of mission directed

not only toward "self-improvement" but toward the improvement
of the community at large. Professional and local library
advocates considered the ready availability of books (through
a public library) an important element in the educational
process, particularly for adults seeking, through expanded

. 11
knowledge, the "means to a better life."

In Iowa, organizations that established library
séfvices included civic associations, literary and reading
clubsg, tﬁe YMCA, DAR, WCTU and, of course, Women's Clubs
(which could have many different local names, Philomena or
Clio, for example). Church-related groups were also active,
but, generally speaking, the connection with a particular
religioué denomination tended to limit the appeal of

church-sponsored library associations or reading rooms to

the community at large.12

Before 1872, only 20 known subscription or associ-

ation libraries existed in Iowa, twelve of which had been

[ S
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established by men's organizations. All were located in
principal population centers and/or county seats, and zll

but three of the communities (Sioux City, Council Bluffs,

and Des Moines} were located in the eastern half of the state.
Fbllowing the passage of public library legislation in 1872,

library association activity increased, with 19 new

" association libraries founded between 1873 and 1879, and

10 more between 1880 and 1889. Local interest in publicly-
supported free libraries developed rather slowly, however,
with__only 15 towns voting a tax by 1889.

Public library promotion on a statewide level began
when Ada North, head librarian at tﬁe State University of
Iowa, organized the first meeting of the Iowa Library
Association in 1889. This society of library workers and
other interested persons*had as its initial purpose the
encouragement of "a more general interestuand cooperation
in library progress."13 Although the extent of the
Association's proselytizing efforts is unclea;, the decade
following its establishment saw the founding of 34 library
associations and tax support for publié libraries voted in
29 communities. Of the communities which would have a
free public library by 1940, 49, or about 18 per cent, had
obtained tax support for their libraries by 1900.

In 1900, the state legislature created the Towa

Library Commission, for the "aggressive, systematic



extension of library privileges to all the people in the
state."14 This act resulted from intensive lobbying efforts
by State Librarian Johnson Brigham, ILA President W.H. Johnston,
the State Teacher's Association, and the Iowa Federation

of Women's Clubs, all of whom saw the need for a "central
_bureau“ of information to advise, supervise and encourage
interest in library matters.15 In its first decades of
existence, the Commission's Secretary, Alice §. Tyler,
developed an outreach program of public education with the
aim of establishing free libraries throughout Iowa. Tyler's
initial program focused on ways to organize library
aésociations, to develop local support for public libraries,
and to work with Andrew Carnegie's stipulétions for community

16
receipt of his library building grants.

The work of Alice Tyler and the Iowa Library Commission
apparently met with eminent success. After 1900, library :
activity significantly increased in Iowa, both in the
rnumber of library associations established and in the number
of communities voting to support free public libraries.
During the first 20 yvears (1201-1920), at least 75
library aésociatipns appearédriﬁ Iowa communities, and 86
communities voted tax support for public libraries, 30
votes occurring in the years 1901-1903 alone. By 1920,

fully 50 per cent of the 272 libraries examined in this

study were in existence.
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The years 1901-1920 were also within the period of
Andrew Carnegie's nationwide program of grants to communi-
ties for the erection of library buildings.17 Some writers
say that Carnegie's gifts provided "the most effective

. , . . 8 '
impetus to the public library movement."l Others acknowledge

that Carnegie gave communities a dramatic incentive to

establish tax-supported libraries, but insist that the
movement was well under way when Carnegie began his "whole-
sale" grant program in 1896.1% The major criticism of his
program has been that, particularly in the later years,
Carnegie offered building funds to communities too small
to provide adequate library services with their limited tax
revenues. The result, it is held, was that inadequately
funded small-town libraries proliferated at the expense of
potentially more effective county or regional systems. 0

Did Carnegié's offer of grants éctuélly initiate
library activity in the recipient communities of Towa, and
thus spur public library development? If one compares the
dates of Carnegie grants with known dates of local library
activity and dates of municipal votes on public libraries,
the influénce of the grants seems significant indeed.

Of the 99 communities receiving Carnegie buildings

(Waterloo and Sioux City each received two),21 25 per

cent had association or subscription libraries less than




two years old at the time of the Carnegie offer. Of these
23 commanities, 9 established some form of library
association the year preceding the Carnegie offer, and 7
had no previous library experience at all. However, the
férmation of-a library association was only an optional
_preliminary (although extremely widespread) to applying for
Carnegie funds. Absolute reguirements to be met before
Carnegie formally approved a grant were two: the community
had to provide an appropriate site, and had to agree to
support the public library through an annual maintenance
agreement of 10 per cent of the total amount of the Carnegie
grant.22 The latter stipulation meant in Iowa that a
prospective community recipient must, by municipal vote,
have agreed to an anmual tax levy for the public library
before Carnegie confirmed the building funds. |

In looking at the relationship between the dates of
Carnegie grant offers and of municipal elections on the
library question, it is clear that the prospect of a
"free" library building was an incentive toward the establish-
ment of tax-supported libraries in Iowa. Slightly over
50 per ceﬁt of "Carnegie communities" chose to support a
public library within one yeér of receiving a grant offer.
Of these 51 communities, fully 30 show library referenda

and Carnegie grants occurring in the same year. In 8
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communities, the vote did not occur until the yvear after
Carnegie indicated a grant was available.

Carnegie's building program had another apparent
effect; it reinforced beliefs that the library should be a
public institution, “"an institution of government" and
"an essential part of our educational system"23 rather
than a semi-private organization for only those willing and
able to pay directly for library services. However, Carnegie's
carrot-and-stick approach in a sense forced public involvement
by requiring a guarantee of local tax support before grant ing
funds. In this context, it becomes difficult to determine
how much of Towa's public library enthusiasm in these years
expressed concerns for public education and how much
exemplified competition among communities to obtain imposing

. 2
civic monuments., 4

On the other hand, it is clear that the Carnegie
program substantially contributed to the housing of library
collections in library buildings. In 1900, only 10 Iowa
communities‘had library buildings specifically designed for
‘the housing and circulation éf books. By 1919, there
existed lOi Carnegie buildings, and 14 more erected through
local philanthropy. Only two (Des Moines and Forest City)
owed their construction solely to municipal tax funds.

Another 20 communities apparently did not have library

buildings.25
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These figures suggest that Iowa communities may have
relied overmuch on Andrew Carnegie as the source of library
buildings. This may have been because library advocates
in towns in Towa and a few other midwestern states could
muster less local support than could people in eastern
states where financial benefactors besides Carnegie were
-willing to support library developments. Andrew Carnegie,
ﬁoted one observer with Iowa in mind, "doubtless counts it
as an especial triumph for his propaganda when he loads
scores of libraries upon the public funds in States that
‘have naturally little interest in library matters."26
Whether this reflected a Midwestern lack of "initiative
rather than enterprise," as the Nation concluded, is
difficult to say. But the fact of the state's weak community
drive to make long term library committments obviously
worried members of the Iowa Librarﬁ-Commission. They
pleaded with communities "to vote upon the establishment
and maintenance of a library... before applying td Mr.
Carnegie for a gift of a building, thus permitting the question
of the institution to stand or fall on its own merits as a
public collection of books without regard to a building in
which it may be housed."27

The principal "construction phase” of the Iowa public
library movement occurred during tﬁe years of Carnegie

grants, From 1921 to 1940, only 7 library buildings are




known to have been constructed, and only 3 during 1941-

50.%% This contrasts sharply with the approximately 80
public libraries founded during the period of 1921-1%940,

with na fewer than 32 communities voting to have a public
library in t%e 1936-38 biennium alone.29 These figures

" strongly suggest that Carnegie's -- and the library profession's --
concerss about how library materials should be housed were
not shared by the Iowa public at large. As Carnegie's grants
program came to an end, so did, for the most part, the
construction of library buildings in Towa, and the question
of book storage became primarily thét of adequate space.

This is evident in data gathered for 52 communities presently
without buildings designed specifically for library use,
which show that 21 public libraries are housed in town or
city hall facilities, while 31 others are found in

buildings whose original uses range from churches, schools
and commercial structures to fire stations, residences,

-and in one case (Elkader) an old power plant.30_

Although library construction programs declined after
orld War I, the number of public libraries grew. Account-
ing for the increase were many very small towns, a fact
that library professionals viewed with concern. In the

biennial report for 1920-22, the Iowa Library Commission

observed that "with the increase in the number of public
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libraries in the state the point of emphasis and the nature

of library extension has necessarily c'hanged."3l Heretofore,

the Commission had energetically worked toward the spread

of public libraries throughout the state, with particular

attention paid to towns of over 2000 inhabitants. Now,
with the present high cost of maintenance
even the maximum tax of five mills does
not yield a sufficient income to adequate-
ly support a library in a town much less
than 2,000 in population, and as there
remain but five towns with population over
2,000 we can expect no large increase in
the number of public libraries.

To the chagrin of Commission:staff, however, the local

movement to found public libraries continued unabated. With

little encouragement from the Commission, and in spite of
the fact that Andrew Carnegie's building program ended in
1917, 41 communities established public libraries between
1921 and 1930, While the Library Commission sought to
extend library services to rural areas through regional and
county-wide library programs, people in towns around the

state persisted in the idea that a local public library,

however small, was a necessary accoutrement to civic self-

~ —— —
T

esteem.\ The removal ofméhe election requirement from the
sﬁate library law in 1923 actually facilitated the founding
of new public libraries: interested personslhad only to
persuade the city council to grant a small appropriation

(which the Iowa Library Commission generally considered too



small) in order to establish a free public library of
their own.33 By 1930, the Commission was quite concerned:

The time has come when the number of
, libraries becoming tax-supported is
) not a matter for congratulation, in-
asmuch as many are in towns too small
(Less than 2000 inhabitants) to
adequately support libraries .34

Nonetheless, the notion that every self-respecting town

must have its own public library had become ingrained in
" civic consciousness and carried its own momentum. In the
next 10 years (1930-40), more than 40 commnities established
public libraries. The state organization continued to
question the value of these small*téwn libraries, and their
existence served to hamper Commission efforts to develop
library services on a cbunty or regional basis. Broader
outreach services were needed, in the Commission's view,
because, despite the number of public libraries organized
since the initial 1872 legislatioh, in 1938 only 51 per
cent of Towa's inhabitants, mostly ?ersons living in towns
or cities, had any access at ali to the benefits of the
public library experience.3

County and regional systems, however, simply lacked
support as a feasible alternative. Either a county was
too small to mount a county-wide library program, Or,

because such a library would probably be located in the



small-town chauvinists in outlying areas

county seat,
The regional approach, which originated

rejected the idea.

in the southeastern U.S.,
Towa's ‘small-town inhabitants and boosters, who saw the
and meaningless, construct.

also faced local resentment from

"region"fas an artificial,
The overall trend of public library establishment

suggesting that a certain

in Iowa seems to have been influenced by the populatidn and
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age of the communities themselves,
"medium"

degree of civic maturity was required as a
In 1872, library activity in Iowa

library organization.
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d Des Moines,
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tax-supported libraries.
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public libraries. During the period 1900-1920, public
library activity spread to communities of less than 3000
people. In the next 20 years, the concerns of the TIowa
Libra:y.Commission were borne out, as increasingly smaller
commnities (by the late 1930's, those with less than 1000
inhabitants) joined the public library movement.

Broadly speaking, it appears that in Iowa, thé public
library was an urban phenoménon, occurring first in areas
of high population and relative civic maturity in the mid-
to late-19th century. With the 20th century, the public
library movement spread in a westerly direction, and into
cities and towns of increasingly smaller size. There may
also be a relationship between the existence of a major
urban center in a county and the number of public libraries
established within its boundaries. In counties dominated
by a single large city, suéh as Polk, Scott, Woodbury,,‘
Pottawattamie, Linn, Johnson and Dubuque, there existed
by 1940 only one public library (in the érincipal urban
center), or, if more, the others appeared at relatively
later dates. Proliferation of public libraries in some
counties (most noticeably in the northwestern part of the
state) may be attributed to the lack therein of comminities
able to dominate the county in terms of economic or

social influences, or able to support a public library
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capable of drawing patrons from outside the city limits.
Certainly local chauvinism accounts, at least in part,

for the creation of so many small-town libraries.

Statistics place Iowa in the front ranks of public

library development in those formative years between 1890

~and 1917. Although the movement had a nationwide following,

it was strongest in the northeast and midwest. The mid-
west (Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota,
Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin) also participated enthusiastically
in the Carnegie library building program. This region
ranked first in the number of communities receiving

Carnegie grants and in the number of Carnegie buildings;

and second in the total amount of Carnegie funds received.
In the national context, Jowa ranked fourth in the number of
recipient communities, sixth in number of buildings, and
eighth in the amount of funding. Nationally, Carnegie

made the greatest number of grants in 1901-1903, and the
largest number of Carnegie grants to Iowa communities
occurred in exactly those years. Iowa also ranked high
among states in the early organization of its state library

association and library commission. Finally, Iowa at

Fairfield, boasted the first Carnegie library west of

Pennsylvania, which was also the fourth of 16192 buildings

erected with Carnegie funds granted between 1890 and 1917.



What accounts for Iowa's -- and the Midwest's --
prominent role in the American public library experience?
The influence of New England, carried west by settlers to
the prairies and Great Lakes regions, has already been
mentioned. Also, by 1890, these states, and their commuini-
~ties, had gone well past the frontier stage to a position of
stability that permitted citizens to address qualities of
life beyond the simple needs of making a living in a raw
land. In the southeastern U.S., where the town was less
important in certain respects than the county or (before the
Civil War) the plantation, communities were still recovering
from wartime economic and social dislocation. With certain
notable exceptions, much of the far west was in 1890
still working out of the frontier stage, its towns and camps
at the mercy of a notoriously unstable mining economy.

| The 30 years before World War I wereralso a time of
great prosperity in Iowa and the midwest-generally - a
"golden age" of agriculture. Such prosperity allowéd‘
communities the luxury of imposing taxes for.support of
public libraries. 1In Iowa, this was also a period in
which monumental civic-architecture achieved wide popularity.
Construction of library buildings coincided with the
erection of many new, and decidedly grand, county court-
houses in this state from the iate 1880's to the first

world war.



Credit is certainly due the Iowa State Library
Commission, whose programs brought the public library
“idea to towns throughout the state. Iowa's commission
ranked .with those of Wisconsin, Minnesota and Nebraska as
having exerged, in the words of one contemporary observor,
an "especially strong influence on recent library develop-
ment.">’/ A certain degree of competition among states as
well as communities, surely contributed to the spread of
local libraries. Another factor was the growing particip-
ation of women in cultural, educational and social
institutions. Women became librarians, participated as
lay and professionai members of statewide library programs,
and on the local level organized not only to promote
libraries, but to influence local educational and social
practices. More than a few Iowa libraries grew out of
"community betferment" projects developed fy local women.

Sixty and more years have bassed since most of Iowa's
early libraries were built., The movement that created
them in Iowa grew out of national and regional trends in
economy and society fully as much as it reflected local
initiative. The broad trends, howéver, though seldom
visible at the cbmmunity level, ha?e-nevertheless left an
enduring imprint locally. The town library today is viewed

as a necessary civic service, functioning not only as a tool



for education but often as an important element of a town's
self-image. Moreover, the library building is often
treated as a little monument, to the community spirit that
createénit as an institution, and to the turn-of-the-
ceﬁtury philanthropists who made possible the fine new
_buildings in which the collections are housed and used.

All of Iowa's Carnegie-endowed libraries prominently display
the donor's name, and similar recognition is accorded local
benefactérs, such as Morgan Evarts in Clarion, Hulda Enlow
in West Branch, and Kendall Young in Webster City. The fact
that nearly all of the buildings still exist, many still
used for their original purpose, attests to their enduring
value both as libraries and as physical demonstrations of

community participation in a movement of national scope

and importance.



EVALUATION OF LIBRARIES FOR POTENTIAL LISTING IN THE

NATIONAL REGISTER

+

"Future generations,” predicted Iowa's Library
Commissién“R;port of 1904, "will doubtless look back
~upon this period which has witnessea the erection of so
many library buildings and this period of library develop-
ment as the 'golden age' of libraries."38 This prophesy,
borne out by the passing years, suggests a development of
importance to Iowa history that merits recognition. The
question is how to decide which extént.library buildings
might be nominated to the National Register of Historic
Places.39 The issue of architectural significance is
considered elsewhere in this study; our concern here is
with histofical value and association. Which buildings
are most illustrative of, or most closely associated wifh,
this 'golden age' of library development? |

The answer is relatively uncomplicated. Certain
essential features in particular characterized the library
movement. Selection of libraries closely associgted with
one or more of these features may foster public appreci-
ation of the library movement as a whole.40

To understand the story.of this movement in Iowa is

in large measure to recognize that a good share of the

gt e



movement 's success derived from the suppbrt of a few
distinct individuals and groups. SpecifiCally, this
history is one in which successful town efforts to obtain
a library building successively drew their strength from
three sources: local philanthropists, broad based
~community commitments, and Andrew Carnegie's endowments.
Initially, the erection of public library buildings
relied almost entirely upon the gifts of local philanthro-
pists. These were supplemented during the 1890's with
isolated instances of library buildings derived from broadly
based local fund raising drives or community tax levies.
With Andrew Cafnegie's massive program of grants to |
comminities, the pace of library construction suddenly
quickened, to reach a peak during 1902-1903, then swiftly
receded. A number of individual public library buildings,
in particular, reflect these three important sources of ”
support, and it is these that we recommend for inclusion
in the National Régister of Historic Places. Eligible
buildings include all that are described in the discussion
that follows.

Thergenerosity of local philanthropists characterised
the earliest period of Iowa public library development.
The most noteworthy instances of benefaction occurred before

1896, after which Andrew Carnegie's 'wholesale' grants



program became the national trend. Such locally-funded T
libraries include Orrin Sage's library at Osage (1876),

J. C. Rice's library at Keokuk (1883, no longer extant),
'Munson's library at Independence (1895) and Elizabeth
Cattermole's library at Fort Madison (1893). The Osage and
.Keokuk library buildings combined commercial space with
library facilities, perhaps as a form of fiscal insurance.
Such multiple-use buildings suggest that the idea of a
building specifically and exclusively designed for book
circulatién and storage had yét'to gain more than a limited
following in late 19th century Iowa.

Broad-based community action took a léading role in
cases where the philanthropist did not. Two of the véry
few examples of this type are the Public Library of Des
Moines (1895, funded from tax levies) and the first public
library building in Forest City (1899, nearly all the
costs of which were paid through indi&idual donations).

The Carnegie phenomenon is best illustrated by
focusing on two years, 1892 and 1903. In 1892,ﬂFairfield
obtained Iowa's first Carnegie library several years in
advance of most others. The year 1903 was the peak for
Carnegie benefaction, both nationally and in Iowa, and
represented an extraordinary increase in funding that was
not to be approached in subsequent years. In this year,

Carnegie awarded grants to 204 communities nation-wide,



22 of which were in Iowa: Algona, Ames, Carroll, Chariton,
Charles City, Cherokee, Council Bluffs, Glenwood, Indianola,
Iowa Falls, Jefferson, Le Mars, Marengo, Marion, Monticello,
Mt,.Vernon, Perry, Shenandoah, Spencer, Storm Lake,

Vintoh, and Waverly. These community libraries illustrate

. the 'high tide' of the Carnegie phenomenon in Iowa; indeed,
they account for nearly a fourth of all Carnegie

buildings in the state.41

Finally, there is one additional library that merits
National Register consideration because of its association
with C. J. A . Ericson, an important promoter of library
development in Iowa. The Ericson Public Library at Boone,
built in 1900, was the gift of this wealthy local
businessman and politician, who served five terms in the
Iowa General Assembly. Ericson's interest in public
libraries went be?ond local ?hilanthropy to advoéacy at
the statewiderlevel. As a member of Iowa's legislature,
he aqtively supported maﬁy items of library legislation.
As a longtime member of the Iowa Library Association,
Ericson served as vice president, and held a strategic
seat on the Association's Legislative Committee. Ericson
was recognized upon his death in 1910 as a true "friend
of libraries'; inclusion of his library at Boone in the
National Register will serve as a fitting material reminder

of his long standing support for the Iowa public library

movement .
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Historical significance, according to the National

Register's Criteria for Evaluation, is "present in
districts, sites, buildings, structures and objects
that possess integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and association;

and that are associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history; or that are associated with the lives
of persons significant in our past."

It is possible to read National Register criteria in

such a way that all of Iowa's public library buildings,

and especially all those built in the important
years between 1890 and World War I, might be
considered eligible for the National Register as
local expressions of a national phenomenon. Such a
reading, however, is far too broad. Generally
speaking, National Register recognition is intended

for those resources that best illustrate the important



41,

trends, events, or outstanding individuals associated
with the development being recognized, whether

the focus be national, state, or local. The

question then is, what "best" illustrates Iowa's
public library movement?

While all these libraries qualify for the National-

‘Register on historical grounds, four have experienced

alterations sufficiently extensive to disqualify
them in terms of integrity, which is a precondition
for National Register eligibility (see note 39),
These four libraries are Jefferson, Marengo,
Monticello, and Waverly. While we recognise that
modernization may be crucial if libraries are to
serve their public adequately, it has been amply
demonstrated, in Iowa and elsewhere, that remodell-
ing can be accomplished in such a way that a
building's important physical features -- those that
contribute to a "sense of time and place" -- are
conserved,

-




APFERDIX A

SUMMARY TABLE OF DATA AND EVALUATION




SUIMMARY TABLE OF DATA ALD BVALUATION: NOTE

Date., Date of construction.

Architect/Builder, Only when the name of the architect is not
known, has the name of the builder or contractor been supnlied,

Abbreviations:
Architects:
"L, N&R Liebbe, Nourse & Rasmussen

My R.& G_  Mauran, Russell & Garden

P, B&R Proudfoot, Bird & Rawson
Places:

CB Council Bluffs

Ch Chicago

CR Cedar Rapids

DM Des Moines

Indep Independence

MC Mason City

Mtown Marshalltown

SC Sioux City

Wloo Waterloo

Funding, This column has been used to list the libraries erected
with Carnegie funds, Most of the remeining libraries were financed
through local donors, It should be noted that various Carnegie
libraries received additional funds from local sources,

Razed, When the date of a building's demolition is not known, an
"X" has been entered,

Architectural Evaluation,

Abbreviations:
Arch, Quality as a work of architecture,
Integ, Integrity of original fabric.
Elig, Eligible for the National Register.

N.R. This column has been used to list libraries already on the

——

National Register.




l{umber 'Name Date »uoruﬁmoﬂ\w=wwamw Funding [Razed Mme” wmwwwwdwme. mwmw” N.R,

~=002 Albia 1908 not known Carnegie Poor No o
Alden T 1891
Alden IT 1914 Wetherell & Gage, DM Carnegie X

2-003 Algona 1904-05 Patton & ZHmew. Ch Carnegie Poor No Elig,

2-034 | Ames 1904 Hallett & Rawson, DM Carnegic Fair | Fair | No Elig,

4 -002 Anamosa 1902~03 bswm:n_wmwwwsm. Ch Good | Good Yes

2-002 Atlantic 1903 Ly, N & R, DM Carnegie Poor i No

12-002 Audubon 1912 not known Carnegie Fair | Good | No

4-004 | Bedfopq 1916-17 | Wetherell & Gage, DM| Carnegie Fair | Excel | Yes

4=002 | Belle Pladne 1930 Chas, Zalesky, CR Poor No
Belmond 1916-17 Q.ﬁ.hoowrmwgw. Minn, X

=002 Bloomfield 1912-1% Ennis, Toledo,0,Bldr Carnegie Good ! Good | Yes

U=240 | Boone 1900-01 | 1, W & R, M ’ Fadlr | Bxcel | Yes | Elig,
Britt 1917 not known Carnegie 1977 . .
Burlington 1898 b.m.mo%w- Boston Good | Good Yes X
Carroll 1905 e.w.mHEdeH. Omaha Carnegi¢ Good | Good | Yes Blig, | X

-2-007 Cedar Iglls 1902-0%3 W, A, Robinson Carnegie Fair | Poor No

5-025" | Cedar Rapids 1904-05 | JosselynaTaylor, CR oma5mmp¢ Poor No |

L~005 Centerville Hmow:om o.ﬁ.mmmﬂgms, DM Good | Excel Yes

2=-001 Central City 1917 w.m.zm%dmwww_ CR Poor | No

2-003 QSQWHwom 1903..04 Patton & ZMHHmd. Ch Carnegie Fair | Good No Elig,
Charles City 1904 | Patton g& Miller, Ch | Carnegie Good | Good | Yes | mite,|

4-001 Cherokee 190405 Emwwmwmww. DM Carnegi.e Poor No Elig,

3=-007 Clarinda 1908~09 | W, W, Welch Carnegie Poor No ;

4=-002 Clarion 1908 Lindelof Poor No

5=-002 Clear Lake. 1916-181 7, H., Peterson Carnegid Failr Fair | No

_

— . -I...; — e
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Arch; FEvaluation Hist,
Number Name Date Architect/Builder Funding [Razeaq Arch, [Integ, Flig, |Rval, N.R,
14010 | Clinton 1903-04 | Patton & Miller, Ch |Carnegie Good |Good | Yes
Ok Colfax 1912-13 (¢, a, Rawson, DM Carnegie Poor No
58-003 Corning 190035 130 smwSmwwHH@mmwmeoz,Q Poor No
L2004 Corydon 1918 not Wsosb Carnegie Poor No
11.2=-009 Council Bluffs 1904-05 | Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie Good |Good | Yes Elig,
+36-004 Cresco 1914-15 | J, H, Howe Carnegie Poor No
5=-003% Creston 1930-31 Emﬂwmwmpwwmmwwwmosuwz Poor No
Davenport I 18?77-78 | not known Good | Fair | Yes Elig,
Davenport IT 1904 C., Kiessling, Boston Carnegie| 19566
1.8-007 De Witt 1907 not known Carnegie Poor No
Denison I 1885-87 L.J.Carter, Denison 1965 |
13-006 | Denison IT 1903-0k | Cox & Schoentgen, GB Carnegle Fair | Good | No
Des Moines 1895 Gutterson & Smith,DM | Good | Good | Yes X
Dubugue 1901-02 | Williamson & Spencer| Carnegie Good | Good Yes X
o L4-001 Dumont 1926 not known Poor No
:3-002 | Dunlap 1912-13 | E,L,Barber, Denison Carnegle Fair | Good | No
) Fagle Grove 1903 Smith & Gage, DM Carnegie Good | Good Yes X
- 2-002 Lldon 1912-1% | Wetherell & Gage, DM Carnegie Good | Excel | Yes
19-002 Eldora m 1902-03 | Patton & Miller, Ch | Carnegie Good | Good | Yes
LO-004 wgamdmd;um_ 1911-12 mwssosm.wwooaHSMwos.HHomuSmmHm Good | Good | Yes
Vi6-002 | Estherville 1903 A, M, Jefferis Carnegie Good | Good | Yes
12-005 Fajrfield 1892-93 1 ¢, Stafford, Bldr Carnegile Good | Poor | No Elig,
4=004 | Forest City I | 1899 C.H,Lackore, Bldp Good | Fair | Yes | pisg,
=005 Forest City IT | 1927.28 Thorwald Thorson Poor No .
120-024 Fort Dogge 1902-03 H.C,Koch, Milwaukee Carnegie Good | Poor No
12010 Fort Madison 1893 Sunderland, Bldp . Good | Good | Yes Elig,
_
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i

~lumber TNames [Date ﬁbuosuﬁmnﬁ\wzwpamw Funding wmmmaﬁMWMw” wmwwanmem.
Garner. I 1882 not known X
Garner IT 1915 mmwmem@wwomﬁmnn MC Carnegie 1997
26-002 Glenwood 1906-07 A, Wooq, hHsoops.Zmd Carnegie Poopr No Elig,
L4=-004 Greenfield 1916 L, E, Willis, Omaha Carnegie wopw No
Grinnell 190102 L, N.& R, DM Poor No
-+0-003 Grundy Center 1912 Gier, Conrad, Ia Carnegie Poor No
.0-001 Hamburg 1915-20 not known Carnegie Good |Goog Yes
20-005 Haupton 1903-05 L, N & R, M Carnegie Falr Excel | Yes
1.2=006 Harlan 1924 sgmwmos@mwoozmw. CB Fair.|Goog No
=003 Hawarden 1903 o, o. mswws. DM Carnegie Good |Poor No
. 2-002 Humboldt 1908-09 Hallett g mmsmos. DM| Carnegie Good | Faip Yes
Independence 1895 | not known . Good [Good | yeg Elig,
'8-171 | Indianola 190304 | Beymer&Keith, Ingiap Carnegie Fair |Good |1y Blig,
i0-055 lTowa City 1903~04 L, N & R, DM Carnegie Fair | Faip ZOW
15=-005 Towa Falls 1904-05 not WSoss Carnegie Good | Good Yes Blig,
4=003 Jefferson 1903-04 Hallett g mmEmOb. DM Carnegie Good | Poop No X
. Keokuk 1883 not known X
U~074 Knoxville 1911-12 mosmpmsauosmWHwom ? | Carnegie Poor No
L0-001 Lake City 1909-10 | not known Carnegie Poor No
Laurens 1909-10 Wetherell g Gage, DM Carnegie Poor | No
Le Mars 190304 John Werling Carnegie Good | Good Yes Elig,
L4~00p Leon 1906 not knownm Carnegie Poor No
L4 -004 Logan 1920 Charles Nye, Omaha Carnegie Good | Faip Yes
(L4-001 Malvern 1917 w.».mmsswsmmw. Cmaha Carnegie Poor No ;
20<-004 Manchestep 190203 not known Carnegie Good | Good Yes
~8-003 Maguokety - 1903-04 meooww@wossmsu HunmcnmwnmmH- Poor 20

—

X

b




e . *
ite fJumber Name Date >wowwwmmd\wzpwamw Funding [Razed MWMMH wmmwmwwwwwm. mwmw” N.R.
18-016-004 Marengo 1904~05 |Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie Good |[Poor |No Yoy
Y- :8-005 Marion 1904-05 | Diemann & Fiske, CR Carnegie Good |Fair Yes
50-009 Marshalltown 1902-03 { Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie Good |Fair |Yes
12-009 Mason City I 1903-05 | Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie Good {Fair Yes
Mason City IT 1939-40 | Holabird & Root, Ch .
50 18-002 | Missouri Valley | 1910-11 F. E. Colby, sC Carnegie Fair |Good |No
o= +8-006 Montezuma 1918-19 F.,E.Wetherell, pM Carnegie Poor No v
S . 0=003 Monticello 1903-04 | Patton & Miller, Ch |Carnegie Good |Poor | No
- 0-005 Mount Ayr 1916 F,E.Wetherell, DM Carnegie Fair [Good |No
G- 06-012 Mount Pleasant 1903-04 | Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie Good |Good |Yes
e B-046 Mount Vernon 1904-~05 wmwﬁpmdﬁ@wstm. Bldr|Carnegie Poop No Elig, | x
Muscatine 1901 Patton & Miller, Ch p 1974
4 22=-002 Nashug 1904~05 | not known Carnegie Good |Excel | Yes
D 22-172 Nevada 1900-01 | L, N & R, DM Good |Fair | Yes
oo =00y New Hampton 1909-10 Hougland, Chariton Carnegie Poor No
2=-237 Newton 1902 mmpwmwwmmmsmou. DM | Carnegie Fair {Poor | No
. £5=001 . Odebolt 1904 @.E.wzwwwmma. SC Carnegie Poor No
=002 Oelwein 1929 Raymond Moore . Poor No
Onawa ! 1908 Patton & Miller Carnegie Excel| Good | Yes X
@' 0-004 Osage I 1876 not known Good [ Fair | Yes Elig,
Lt o6=003 Csage II 1910 Hougland, Chariton Carnegie Poor No
U 14-004 Osceola 1911 Wetherell & Gage, DM onwummwm Good. | Excel Yes
“+ 18-005 | Oskaloosq 1902-03 | F.E.Wetherell, DM Carnegie Poor No
U~ 1004 Ottumwa 1901-02. mawwwmm:ﬁﬁmwmos. DM | Carnegie Good | Fair | Ves :
6-361 | pella 1906-07 | G,Pas, Mankato, Mfnn Carnegie Poor No
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wmmwzsscmw Name Date >wnwwﬁm0ﬁ\dcpwamw Funding mmmmm.Mme“ WmmwmwﬁmmMm. mwmm” N.R.
Perry 1903-04 |L, N & R, D Carnegie Poor No | pitg,
Lo L6=002 Peterson - 1937..38 mmsdwwmwmpwsowa, SC Poor No
L4-004 Red 0Oak 1909 Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie Good |Fair |Yes
L6-001 Reinbeck 1917 H., B, Burr, Wloo Carnegie Good |Poor | No
26-002 Rockwell City 1908-09 | not known Carnegie Poor No
18-002 | Sac city 1912-13 | P, B & R, M Carnegie Poor No
18-001 Sanborn 1911 W. W, Beach, sC . | Carnegie Poor No
Sheldon 1508 P,0.Moratz, St,Louis Carnegie Good | Good | Yes X
8-002 Shenandoah 1904-05 | Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegile Fair | Good No Elig,
L 6=004 Sibley 1917 not known Carnegie Fair | Good | No
8~002 Sigourney H@Hu:p:.wmw#os.mopamm@wwwnn.osomaummwo Good | Good | Yes
20=-009 Sioux City-Main 1912.13 | &, L, Tilton, NYC omwswmwm Fair | Good No
50-011 Fairmount Br 1927 W, Steele, 53¢ 9 Good | Gooad Yes
-50-012 Lieeds Branch 1916 not known Carnegie Poor No
£0-014 North Branch 1929 W, mammwm. SC ? Poor No
50-013 Riverside Bp 1930 W, Steele, SC 2 Poor No
;0-010. Smith Villa Br 1927 W, Steele, SC 2 Good | Good Yes
Spencer 1904 Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie X
Spirit LakKe 1912 E,L,Barber, Denison Carnegie | X
18-001 Storm Lake 1905-06 | P.0.Moratz, St.Louis Carnegie Good | Good | Yes | Elig,
26-001 | Stuart . 1907-08 | not known Carnegie Poor No
22-001 | Sutherland 1923 not known _ Good | Good | Yes
26-070 Tama, . 1306 Qommmwwu$emwpow. CR | Carnegie Poor No
:32~004 Tipton 1903 M;.R & G, St.Louis | Carnegie Fair | Good | No A
28-017 Toledo 1942 w.&.wwmmoowd. Mtown Poor No
- 130-003 Traer 1915-16| J. G. Ralston, Wloo Carnegise Good | Good | Yes
|




~d

L. llumber TNames Date Architect/Builder — Funding Razed WWMWH.WMWWMWﬁWMMm. mwmwu N.R.
C24-001 Villisca 1908-09 Hougland, Chariton Carnegie Poor No
£ 26-009 Vinton 1903-0L | Patton & Miller, Ch Carnegie Fair |Excel |Yes Elig,
-28-008 Waterlco-Main 1905~06 | J, G, Ralston, Wloo Carnegie Good |Falr | Yes
28-009 Waterloo~West 1906 J. G, Ralston, Wloo Carnegie Good |Fair |vYes
- 52-003 Waverly 1904 not known Carnegie Good |Poor No
L8~-004 smcmdmw City 1904-05 Patton & Miller, Ch Good | Excel Yes
AL =-004 West Branch 1904 not known Poor - No
1L7-001 West Liberty 1905 Patton & Miller, ch Carnegie Good | Gocd | Yes
22-2473 Winterset 1904-05 w.m.émwSmmeH» M Carnegie Poor No
28-002 Woodbine 1909-10 | white, Eldora, Bldr | Carnegie Fair | Excel | Yes
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